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What job did you want to do when you were in primary 

school?  Nurse  

Nurses provide hands-on care to patients by administering 
medications, managing intravenous lines, observing and 
monitoring patients' conditions, maintaining records, and 
communicating with doctors. Nurses plan and provide medical 
and nursing care to patients in hospital, at home or in other 
settings who are suffering from chronic or acute physical or 
mental ill health. With bonuses and other compensation, a 
registered nurse can earn around £34,000. For many who have 
just qualified, hourly pay will be between £10.68 and £16.21.   

 

Qualifications required: 

To work as a nurse, you need a degree in nursing and you 

must be registered with the Nursing and Midwifery Council 

(NMC). You'll need to choose which of the 

four nursing specialisms (adult, children, mental health, or 

learning disability) you'd like to study. There is no requirement 

for A-levels to pursue a career in nursing. If you have GCSEs at 

grade 4 or above and decide to go to university you can simply 

take the Access to HE Diploma route, which will allow you to go 

to university. You could complete a Level 6 degree 

apprenticeship or you could begin by doing a Level 3 nursing 

associate apprenticeship, gaining directly relevant skills that are 

transferable to a nursing position, and having this qualification 

can reduce the length of the degree apprenticeship. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/wider-healthcare-team/roles-wider-healthcare-team/clinical-support-staff/nursing-associate
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/wider-healthcare-team/roles-wider-healthcare-team/clinical-support-staff/nursing-associate


 

What job did you have in mind when you took your 

options?  Journalist 

A journalist is a person who collects, writes, photographs, 
processes, edits or comments on news or other 
topical information to the public. Those working in 
newspapers and magazines have the lowest average 
salaries. According to the National Council for the Training of 
Journalists (NCTJ), the average income for a newspaper 
journalist is £27,500. When you're starting out as a trainee 
reporter, your salary could be as low as £12,000 to £15,000, 
depending on whether you're working for a local, regional or 
national paper. 
Although there's wide variation between regional and 
national newspapers, salaries for journalists with up to five 
years' experience generally rise to around £25,000, while 
those with a decade's experience or more can expect around 
£35,000 to £40,000. 

 
 
 

Qualifications required: 
Most people starting journalism careers are graduates. You 
could take an undergraduate degree in journalism, or take an 
undergraduate degree in a different subject followed by a 
postgraduate journalism qualification. But there are a few 
apprenticeships available too. An apprenticeship as a junior 
journalist is aimed at those who want to develop a career in 
journalism by combining off-the-job learning with on-the-job 
training. Any qualification you follow should be accredited by 
the National Council for the Training of Journalists (NCTJ).  

 
 

Current job: Admin Support Officer for Careers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information
http://www.nctj.com/
http://www.nctj.com/
http://www.nctj.com/


An Administrative Officer provides day-to-day administrative 
support to a company or organization. Duties may include 
fielding telephone calls, receiving and directing visitors, word 
processing, creating spreadsheets and presentations, and 
filing. Additionally, Administrators are often responsible for 
specific projects and tasks, scheduling meetings, preparing 
reports and filing documents. The average salary for an Office 
Administrator in United Kingdom is £18,749. 

 

Qualifications required: 

No mandatory qualifications are required to work as an 

Administrator, although, GCSEs in Maths and English are 

normally sought. An Administrative college course can give you 

the edge in an interview, but it is by no means compulsory. To 

be a good administrator, you must be deadline-driven and 

possess a high level of organization. Good administrators can 

balance multiple tasks simultaneously and delegate when 

appropriate. Planning and the ability to think strategically are 

useful skills that elevate administrators in their career. 

 

Previous jobs:  Cleaner / Waitress / Teacher of MFL 

 


