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21st December 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

You will no doubt be aware that the government has issued a very late statement announcing that from 

January all secondary schools and colleges will be expected to implement a phased start to the spring term, 

and are being invited to set up a mass Covid testing programme for students and staff.  The government 

believes, that in doing so, this will help reduce the risk of transmission of the virus following the Christmas 

break and also reduce the number of students and staff having to self-isolate if they are deemed to be close 

contacts of someone who has tested positive for Covid-19.   

Phased start to term  

On Tuesday 5th January, only the following pupils should come in to school:  

• Vulnerable children (please see reminder of definitions of vulnerable children at the end of this 

letter): If it is your intent for your child to attend school from 5th January under any of these 

categories, please complete and submit the intent form on our school website under the “Parents” 

tab here (January 2021 Covid Testing Programme and Other Important Information) 

• Children of critical workers (Please see reminder of definitions of critical workers at the end of this 

letter): If it is your intent for your child to attend school from 5th January under any of these 

categories, please complete and submit the intent form on our school website under the “Parents” 

tab here (January 2021 Covid Testing Programme and Other Important Information) 

• Students in Year 11 (trial exams will take place this week as planned) 

During this first week of term, all other students must stay at home. We will be providing remote education 

via MS Teams during this time.  Students should follow their January timetables and should email their 

teachers directly if they are experiencing any difficulties in logging on to lessons.  Vulnerable and critical 

worker children attending school will be based in an IT room and will access the same online lessons 

as those students at home. 

From Monday 11th January, all students should come to school as normal.  

Mass testing programme 

We are positive about the potential for the mass testing of pupils and staff in schools, as a way of reducing 

the spread of the virus and enabling fewer pupils and staff to have to self-isolate. You can read more about 

how the government expects this programme to work here.  
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Setting up this programme in school is an incredibly complex operation. To date we have only been sent 

limited information about how this programme is to be implemented but more detailed guidance is expected 

to be produced by the government over the Christmas holiday period. Until we receive detailed information 

and have in place an appropriate infrastructure, including training, we will not be in a position to run this 

programme from the start of the spring term.  At the start of term, we will review what the expectations are, 

what support is available from the government or other agencies, and what we can realistically deliver. 

In the meantime, we will start preparing for the testing programme by identifying those students who have 

had consent given by their parents/carers to be tested once the programme becomes operational.  To this 

end, please can parents/carers complete the consent form which can be found on the school website, under 

the “Parents” tab or here (January 2021 Covid Testing Programme and Other Important Information), and 

indicate whether or not you give consent for your child to be tested.  Only consent received/rescinded on this 

electronic form will be accepted.  Please note that consent can be withdrawn at any time prior to the test 

being administered by completing and re-submitting the consent form. 

We will let you know more about our plans as soon as we can in January. In the meantime, from the start of 

next term, we will continue to implement the safety measures we have been using in the autumn term. 

Please be assured that we will not be implementing the mass testing of students and staff until such time we 

are confident that we can do so safely and effectively in line with Public Health England guidelines.  I will 

write to you with further details in due course. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Patrick Daley 

Headteacher 

 

A reminder of the definitions of ‘critical workers’ and ‘vulnerable pupils’ 
 
Critical workers are those who work in: 

• Health and social care 

• Education and childcare 

• Key public services (including the justice system, religious staff, charities delivering key frontline 
services, those responsible for the management of the deceased, and journalists and broadcasters 
who are providing public service broadcasting)  

• Local and national government (those who are involved in delivering the coronavirus response or 
essential public services) 

• Food and other necessary goods 

• Public safety and national security 

• Transport 

• Utilities, communication and financial services 

Vulnerable pupils are those who: 

• Are assessed as being in need, including those with a child in need plan or child protection plan 

• Are looked after by the local authority.  

https://www.huntcliff.n-lincs.sch.uk/parents/january-2021-covid-testing-programme-and-other-important-information/
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• Have an education, health and care (EHC) plan. 

• Have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by the school or LA, including children who: 

• Are on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services 

• Are adopted 

• Are at risk of becoming NEET (‘not in employment, education or training’) 

• Are living in temporary accommodation 

• Are young carers 
 

 

 

 


