
THIS WEEK’S STAFF MEMBER CAREER HISTORY (22ND -28TH FEB. 2021) 

FOCUS ON: MRS CLAYTON 
 

What job did you want to do when you were in primary school?  Teacher 

A teacher is a person who helps students to acquire knowledge, competence or virtue, especially 

a person who teaches in a school. As a newly qualified teacher, you'll begin on a salary of at least 

£24,373. Hours vary between schools but are usually from 8.30am until 3.30pm or 4pm. Most 

teachers are in school before the school day starts and remain after school is finished. 

Teachers are entitled to timetabled teaching time for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA) 

but they also often spend time at home planning and preparing lessons and assessing pupils' 

work. Teachers are in school for 39 weeks of the year, but may also use time within the 13 weeks' 

holiday for marking, planning and preparing. 

Part-time work and career break opportunities are possible. Supply teaching is also an option.  

 

Qualifications required: 

 At least a GCSE grade 4 or equivalent in English and maths. If you want to teach primary or 
early years you will also need a GCSE grade 4 or equivalent in a science subject.  

 A degree (or equivalent) of a 2:2 or above. If you want to teach at secondary or post-
compulsory level, your degree should be in, or relevant to, the subject you want to teach.  

 You’ll also need to get Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) and you can do this by following a 
programme of Initial Teacher Training (ITT) at a university, school or training centre. 

 DBS or police records check 

 

What job did you have in mind when you took your options?  Primary School Teacher 

Primary school teachers are responsible for the educational, social and emotional development of 

children from age 5 to 11. They ensure children have good numeracy and literacy levels before 

going to secondary school. They plan lessons and assess work to enable the optimum 

development of children, according to age, ability and aptitude. Primary teachers are usually 

based in their own classrooms, although they may teach elsewhere in the school to cover staff 

shortages or because of their specialist subject area. Resources vary between schools. 

Men are currently underrepresented as teachers in primary schools. 

 

  

Qualifications required: 

 Undergraduate education degree OR 

 Undergraduate degree AND a PGCE/PGDE 

 DBS or police records check 

 

Current job: Pastoral Support Officer 

Pastoral Support is a service that gives help and support to students as well as providing 
information, advice and guidance. PSOs work in close partnership with teachers, parents/cares 
and other specialist agencies. The pastoral care of students relates to those aspects of the 



student’s experience which are not directly related to problems occurring in the academic or 
practice areas of study. They relate more particularly to the students social and emotional 
wellbeing. The average Pastoral Assistant salary in United Kingdom is £19,588 per year 
or £10.04 per hour. Entry level positions start at £12,953 per year while most experienced workers 
make up to £33,299 per year. 

 

You will need: 

 Good standard of education to include GCSE Maths and English 

 Experience of working with young people or within schools and working with students 
and parents 

 Good computer skills  

 To be self-motivated and able to prioritise work and meet deadlines 

 Good interpersonal skills in order to deal with a variety of sensitive issues and influence 
challenging situations 

 The ability to diffuse confrontational situations and calmness under pressure 

 To be able to work as part of a team 

 The ability to engage and proactively deal with students and their issues 

 Willingness to deliver group work with students 

 To be involved in pastoral activities 

 The ability to manage student interviews and investigations to good effect 

 

Previous jobs:  Worked in Mothercare / Parts Administration (Car Garage) / Arts 

Award Advisor and moderator / Self-employed selling portraits and pet portraits / TA  


