
Roadies (or “road crew”) are the technical support 

staff that help stage music concerts; setting up before 

the show, looking after instruments and packing away 

afterwards.

Qualifications required: 

There is no set route into becoming a roadie but it may be useful 

to do a college course such as:

• Level 2 Certificate in Technical Theatre: Sound, Light and 

Stage 

• Level 3 Diploma in Sound Production 

• Level 3 Diploma in Music Technology.  

You could start by doing a live event rigger or live event 

technician advanced apprenticeship, but you would often start by 

working for free for local bands to get relevant experience. 

You may have an advantage if you have experience and 

qualifications in electronics, electrical work, sound 

production, music technology or lighting. The more skills 

you have, the more employable you will be.
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Your duties may include:

• lifting and carrying equipment and sets 

• driving, loading and unloading vans, trailers and tour 

buses 

• acting as security for equipment and band members 

• setting up and looking after sound equipment 

• setting up video equipment and screens 

• rigging up wiring and lighting 

• setting up pyrotechnics (fireworks) and laser displays 

• tuning instruments during the show

Your working environment may be noisy, cramped, at 

height, travelling often and spending nights away from 

home and physically demanding. You’ll likely work 23 - 25 

hours per week on evenings, weekends and bank holidays 

and be away from home.  You could work from a vehicle, at 

a sports arena or at a music venue.  Your earnings will 

vary.

You could move into lighting or sound for theatre, film or 

television or you could become a road or tour manager, or 

move into band management or music promotion.


