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KEYWORDS:
Formal 
elements

Line, Tone, Colour, 
Pattern, Shape, 
Texture & Form

Line Line is the path left by a 
moving point. For example, 
a pencil or a brush dipped 
in paint. A line can be 
horizontal, diagonal or 
curved and can also 
change in length

Shape A shape is an area 
enclosed by a line. It could 
be just an outline or it could 
be shaded in. shapes can 
be geometric or irregular.

Tone This refers to the lightness 
or darkness of something. 
This could be a shade or 
how dark a colour appears.

Pattern A design that is created by 
repeating lines, shapes or 
colours.

Media The materials used to 
create artwork

Composition This is the way an object is 
placed or positioned on a 
page

Technique The way tools and media 
are used to create artwork

Wider Reading
https://www.studenta
rtguide.com
PINTEREST

Mastering your skills – top tips
• Think about the composition of your sketchbook –

fill every page
• Sketch lightly construction lines to show shape 

and form before pressing down harder with your 
pencil (lighter lines are easier to rub out!)

Annotation tips
• Include a few basic facts about the artist – we 

don’t need their life story.
• Do explain the reasons behind the artist’s work.
• Do say why you did what you did.
• Do say whether it turned out the way you 

expected.
• Do say what you have learnt from doing it, 

regardless of the result.
• Use keys words.

AO2: experiment and refine ideas
• Use lots of different materials and techniques that’s 

relative to your theme.
• Experimenting to find out what works and what 

doesn’t. Make sure you annotate your thought 
process.

• Improve your work as it progresses; don’t just 
repeat the same idea with different media. You must 
show improvements with your techniques.

AO1: Developing Ideas
• Looking at artists, designers and craftspeople to help your own work.
• Showing that you can analyse art that inspires you and understand 

the cultural background to the art.
• Take artists work further and make them your own; copy a section, 

recreate the whole image or even better complete your own piece in 
the artist’s style.

• Presentation is important so take your time to show control, accuracy 
and neatness.

Starting points
• From Above
• Diary
• Landmarks
• Clothing
• Outline

Examples of artist research –
WAGOLL – Level 8/9


