
Knowledge Organiser– Persuasive Writing Key Stage 3 

Key Terms and Definitions 

Key Term Definition 

Direct Address Referring to your audience directly, e.g. ‘you’ 

Humour Language to amuse your audience 

Alliteration Two or more words that begin with the same letter 
and are near or next to each other 

Anecdote A short story to illustrate a point 

Fact A true statement 

Flattery Complimenting your audience 

Figurative Language: 
Adjective 

Simile 
Metaphor 

Personification 

Words that create an image for the reader 
Adjective: A describing word 

Simile: Comparing two similar things using ‘like’ or 
‘as’ 

Metaphor: comparing two things by saying one is 
the other 

Personification: giving an inanimate object human 
or animal features 

Hyperbole Exaggerated language 

Imperative Command Instructional language 

Opinion A thought or feeling 

Rhetorical Question A question directed to your audience that doesn’t 
require an answer 

Repetition A word or phrase used more than once for effect 

Emotive Language Language that evokes strong emotions 

Expert Opinion An opinion given by someone who’s knowledgeable 
on the topic 

Semantic Field  A group of words that all associate with each other 

Statistic A number or percentage to support an idea 

Tone The mood or atmosphere, how the text sounds 

Triple Three points or words to support an argument 

Forming and Developing an Argument 

Clearly stated main point– support with evidence and examples–  justify your idea-  offer counter
-arguments- reinstate and reinforce your main idea 

Key Assessment Skills 

How well can I adapt my tone, style and register? 

How well do I use vocabulary in my work for different effects? 

How well can I organise the information in my writing? 

How well do I use punctuation? 

‘Just Imagine’ Structure 

Key Punctuation  

Semi colon ; Used to merge two independent clauses. 

Colon : Used to introduce an idea or to introduce anything: words, phrases, lists, names 

or quotations. 

Ellipsis … The omission of words to create mystery or to replace words that the reader can 

guess. 

Parentheses 

(Brackets) 

 ( ) Parentheses are used to give information that is not essential to the meaning of 

the text or to add extra information 

Dashes      

- 

It is used in a similar fashion to the parenthesis: to indicate added emphasis, an 

interruption or an immediate change of thought. 

Apostrophe ‘ Used to indicate that two words have been merged and a letter is missing. 

To show ownership 


